AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: THE ARTS on ONE CHANNEL – NOTES 15/02/12

CURRICULUM BACKGROUND
· Senior Project Officer was appointed in Sep 2009
· Five writers were appointed in Dec + advisory group of 12 people
· Wrote shape paper, and trialled a draft of that in April with Primary teachers
· Took it to a forum in Sydney in May, and then it went up on web, open for feedback – led to consultation paper
· 2010/2011 informal presentation/discussions across most states
· Final paper in Aug 2011, and writing teams write to that paper
· Advisory panel + a writing team (2 per art form) assigned in Oct 2011
· 26 person reference group

First agreement 
· Students have a basic entitlement to five art forms.  ACARA have stuck with this all way through
· Flexibility in Years 7/8
· Availability in Years 9  - 12 should not be diminished.
· Aim – aspirational, acknowledgement of difference/connectivity, 21st Century curriculum

Key Principals: 
· All children have arts capability/entitlement
· Creativity/imagination and play are central
· Arts knowing is not just in the brain – it is sensory, cognitive and affective
· Culturally mediated
· Practical, critical knowledge is essential
· Process is just as important as product
· Arts in schools are highly collaborative
· Arts need different times and structures

Requirements:
· Embed ATSI/Asian Pacific Arts/Sustainability 
· Seven general capabilities (started with 10, now 7)
· Literacy, numeracy, ict, criical and creative thinking, personal and social competence, intercultural understanding, ethical behaviour

Organisers:
· Simple, clear and not too many
· This caused confusion/angst re: what they were called
· MAKING (by artists)/PRESENTING (4 art forms)/RESPONDING (by audiences)
Aesthetic Knowledge:
· Addressing key questions through making/responding:
· Intention (i.e. what does the artist mean?), Form, Cultural, Social context, Historical, Critical, Psychological, Other (e.g. spiritual)
**Power point will be made available for sharing. 

QUESTIONS:
· Time allocations – John agreed that yes initially, Visual Art may struggle for enough time allocation.  John will suggest creative ways to use the time allocated more wisely.  It is essential to retain the integrity of the art form.
· Elective time allocations – there are current models in QLD where The Arts are cleverly allocated time.  “We have always been on the edge, because we have never been mandated before.  Now we are”
· ACARA wants people to know that they can volunteer to be a trial school.  Implementation will be phased in over a number of years.
· Funding planned? ACARA does not have funding for syllabus implementation.  There will be a complex website of resources produced by ACARA, and also one from Connect.

WRITING THE CURRICULUM
· Cross art expertise – 1 x primary, and 1 x early childhood
· 2 year bands for reporting:
· F-2, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/10
· States are still discussing how they will do 11/12, however writers are drafting principles to fit in with state senior programs
· Writers have written rationale/aims and scope and sequence (in 2 year bands) – looking at general principles of development/scaffolding.  It won’t be prescriptive
· Familiarity with all state/territory syllabuses
· Achievement standards in aesthetic knowledge – will be specific outcomes in aesthetic knowledge
Unofficial Timeline:
· Phase 1: Aims, rationale, scope and sequence Jan 2012
· Phase 2: Detailed curriculum Feb – May 2012
· Internet consultation May-July 2012
· Revising and redrafting July – December 2012
· Trial implementation – 50 schools in 2013
· Gradual implementation, based on what arts CAN be initially delivered 2013 – 2015
· Full implementation 2016
Logistical Challenges (or not)
· TIME! (Arts need differentiated allocation – min 160 + hours per year, and 140 + hours per art form K-6) Time has now been left to states to accommodate as best they can
· Space and Physical resources
· Parents and School administration – John believes there has been a ‘sea change’ within parent/administration communities recognising that the arts are not just an ‘add on’
· ACARA communication
· Teachers 
QUESTIONS
· Why sustainability? ACARA has a specialist in each of the three perspectives, and they are giving advice to the writers.
· Did Vis Arts have it too good for too long? ACARA writers did acknowledge that Vis Art and Music was better embedded in schools, however all have been evenly addressed in the writing process


TEACHERS
· ACARA &ESA Resources
· Professional Learning?
· Pre-Service Teacher education? – Needs a shake up
· Specialists & community – Secondary and Primary specialists – we will need to share our expertise with Primary teachers!
· Arts industry – increasing importance
QUESTIONS
· Are we taking guidance from the Essential Learnings/QCAR? Yes, until the National Curriculum is finalised, we will be using the Essential Learnings/QCAR in State Schools.  However you cannot ignore the National Curriculum until 2016.  You will need to start looking at the National Curriculum and start addressing it within your Essential Learning/QCAR documents.
· Will there be C2Cs in the Arts to support teaching?  Cannot say at this point, as it is undecided.
**Tune into Arts Discussion list/One Channel emails for more info on webinars throughout the year regarding the Arts.
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