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Masterclass with Brisbane artist Ryan Presley 
Wednesday 15 February, 2017 

 
Visual arts students in Years 11–12 are invited to a unique learning experience at UQ’s St Lucia campus, in association with the 
Creative Accounting exhibition at the UQ Art Museum.  
 
Curated by Holly Williams, in conjunction with Hawkesbury Regional Gallery and toured by Museums & Galleries of NSW, this 
exhibition explores ideas around money, economic systems, perceived value, and the aesthetics of currency at a time when 
money is becoming increasingly abstract. It traces the development of Australia’s financial and accounting systems and offers a 
fascinating insight into the evolution of banking and financial management practices over the last 200 years.  
 
Students are invited to take part in an interactive two-hour Masterclass with Brisbane artist, Ryan Presley, whose artworks, Ten 
dollar note – Oodgeroo commemorative and Twenty dollar note – Woloa Commemorative, are included in the exhibition. These 
works are from the series ‘Blood Money,’ where Ryan created an alternate set of Australian banknotes to redress the imbalance 
of power between First-Nation and non-Indigenous Australians. His bills, which are rich in symbolism, feature Indigenous 
Australians valued for their courage and dignity. 
  
Students will learn about the materials and techniques Ryan uses, and how his works challenge notions of value, currency and 
history. They will have the opportunity to create banknotes using their own figures and symbols, and share these responses in a 
group discussion.  
 
Please note the following:  
 

 Event date: Wednesday 15 February 2017; 

 Morning and afternoon sessions available, either 10.00 – 12.00pm or 2.00 – 4.00pm; 

 Registrations close on Friday 3 February 2017 

 Maximum of five year 11-12 students from each school, with one teacher supervisor (six people in total); 

 There is no charge to participate in the masterclass. Pencils, scissors, coloured collage paper and watercolour paper will 
be provided;  

 However, schools should provide students with watercolour pencils and erasers, black ink and packs of 3 small and 
medium watercolour brushes; 

 Bus drop-off zone in University Drive (no bus parking on campus);and 

 Closed-in shoes are required. A risk assessment can be provided if required. 
 
Registrations in 2016 are advisable. If you would like more information about this unique learning opportunity, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Officer of Prospective Students & Student Equity.  
 
To book, email school.liaison@uq.edu.au or call 3346 9649.            

 
 

 

https://www.artmuseum.uq.edu.au/content/creative-accounting
mailto:school.liaison@uq.edu.au

