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CONSULTATION SURVEY QUESTIONS 

For the learning areas and subjects 

Introduction 

The learning area survey gives you the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed changes to 

any of the following learning areas and subjects. 

● Mathematics 
● English 
● Science 
● Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 

o HASS Foundation – Year 6 
o History Years 7–10 
o Geography Years 7–10 
o Civics and Citizenship Years 7–10 
o Economics and Business Years 7–10 

● Health and Physical Education 
● Technologies 

o Digital Technologies 
o Design and Technologies 

● The Arts 
o The Arts Foundation – Year 6 
o Dance Years 7-10 
o Drama Years 7-10 
o Media Arts Years 7-10 
o Music Years 7-10 
o Visual Arts Years 7-10 

● Languages 
o French 
o Japanese 
o Chinese 

o Italian 
 

The survey has three sections.  

1. Background information:  

The survey begins by gathering some demographic information and asking you to nominate the 

levels, and the specific subjects (where relevant) that you wish to comment on.  

2. General questions 

This is the main part of the survey. In this section you will be asked to respond to a number of 

statements about the different elements of the consultation curriculum: 

● Introductory elements - the rationale, aims, organisation of the learning area, key 

connections and key considerations 

● Curriculum elements - the level descriptions, achievement standards, content descriptions 

and content elaborations. 
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There is also a section called Overall feedback, where you will be asked to respond to some 

overall statements related to the terms of reference for the Review.  

You will also be invited to add any general comments about what has improved and what needs 

further refinement. 

3. Year/band level specific feedback 

This section is optional and you can comment on as many levels as you wish. You will be able 

to add any comments about what has improved and what needs further refinement for the 

particular levels you select. 
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Section 1: Background information questions  

Please select which levels you are giving feedback on (Note: options will vary depending on what 

learning area and subject survey you complete). 

o Foundation - Year 6 curriculum 

o Years 7 - 10 curriculum 

o Foundation - Year 10 curriculum 

Please indicate if you are answering the survey as an individual or as a group. 

 Individual      xGroup    

Individual response follow up questions 

In which state or territory are you based? 
o Australian Capital Territory 
o New South Wales 
o Northern Territory 
o Queensland 
o South Australia 
o Tasmania 
o Victoria 
o Western Australia 
o National 
o Other 

 

Which CATEGORY best describes you? 

o Primary teacher* 

o Secondary teacher* 

o F-12 teacher* 

o School leader – Primary* 

o School leader – Secondary* 

o School leader – F-12* 

o Academic  

o Parent*  

o Student*  

o Employer / Business 

o Other 

*If you select this category as an individual or group 

you will be asked two additional questions. 

 

In which sector is your school?  

o Government 

o Catholic 

o Independent 

 

What best describes your school's location?  

o Metropolitan 

o Regional 

o Remote 

 

Group response follow up questions 

In which state or territory are you based? 
o Australian Capital Territory 
o New South Wales 
o Northern Territory 
o Queensland 
o South Australia 
o Tasmania 
o Victoria 
o Western Australia 
o National 
o Other 

 

Which CATEGORY best describes you? 

o School* 

o Professional association  

o University faculty  

o Education authority 

o Parent organisation 

o Community organisation 

o Other 

 

Please indicate the NAME of the group or 

institution below. (Note: Schools will not be 

asked to supply the school name).  

Queensland Art Teachers Association 

Describe the membership of your group. 

Visual Art teachers from across Qld 

representing all school sectors. 

Number of members/people represented in this 

response (approx.). Please use numerical 

values. 

320 

Section 2: General feedback 
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Indicate your level of agreement with the following statements. 

Introductory elements  

Rationale 

 

 

The rationale is clear about the importance of the 

learning area/subject 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

   x  

● ‘Visual arts contribute to the fields of art, craft and design.’ Craft devalues learning in Visual 

Art and does not require inclusion. Beyond the repeated listing of ‘artists, craftspeople and 

designers’, there is a complete absence of any mention of craft in the content descriptions 

content elaborations. Additionally, should Arts persist in maintaining Design when it already 

exists in the Design and Technology curriculum? Neither craft nor design is authentically 

represented in the Visual Art curriculum.  

● Unlike the other Arts subjects, the Visual Art rationale does not provide an overview of the 

subject principles and processes, especially aesthetic understanding. Include a statement to 

clarify, such as, The Visual Arts encompass arts works that are primarily visual in nature, 

and can include two-dimensional, three-dimensional, digital and time-based works. In Visual 

Arts, students develop aesthetic understanding through making and responding experiences 

that transform and communicate their perceptions of the world. These experiences 

incorporate multifaceted conceptual knowledge, skills, perspectives, attitudes, actions, 

emotions and value. The goal of learning in Visual Arts is having aesthetic experiences, 

coming to aesthetic understanding, and developing value for new ideas. 

● What are the ways of knowing, doing and being that are relevant to Visual Arts? i.e. 

Students make and respond to arts works as artist and audience… building metacognitive 

skills and visual literacy is particularly essential to this subject, and assists students to make 

meaning across disciplinary and cultural contexts. 

● First Nations cultures and histories should be subsumed in the subject matter and does not 

need to be in the Rationale – it is not the rationale for the subject – Visual Arts is an avenue 

for understanding themes such as culture and identity. Or, if it needs to stay in the rationale, 

suggest moving the statement, ‘Visual Arts is a central element in the diverse and continuing 

cultures of First Nations Australians... impact of other cultures on their ways of knowing, 

being, doing and becoming, and, maintain, continue and revitalise culture’ to the second-last 

paragraph of the rationale to connect to the cultural context of the learning. 

● replace inaccessible terminology, e.g. ‘Nexus’ and ‘intrinsic and extrinsic worlds’. 

Aims 

 

The aims identify the major learning that students 

will demonstrate 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

 x    

● While the Aims includes reference to ‘design and inquiry processes’, these essential Visual 

Art skills have not been addressed in the Rationale and core concepts. 

● replace inaccessible terminology, e.g. ‘Perceptual ideas and representations’. 
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● Would like to see the Aims also address critical literacies such as ‘innovation, problem-

solving, flexibility, productivity, collaboration.’ 

Organisational structure  

 

 

The strands/sub-strands provide a coherent 

organisational structure  

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

   x  

The strands/sub-strands and core concepts are 

clear about what is important in the learning 

area/subject 

   x  

● The strands do not provide a coherent framework for The Arts. Overlapping descriptors 

indicate that the revised strands do not effectively identify the explicit learning that occurs 

within the learning area. Suggested strands: 

● There are a myriad of overlaps which prevent the strands from being identifiable or 

accessible. For instance, [Strand: Developing skills, practice and ideas] ‘Manipulating 

materials, techniques and visual arts processes in multiple visual art forms’ and 

‘Understanding, exploring, manipulating and subverting visual conventions and visual arts 

processes’ is also addressed in [Strand: Creating] - Manipulating and selecting materials, 

techniques, visual conventions to communicate ideas and concepts in artworks.to maintain 

the interrelated nature of making and responding through creative thinking processes: 

developing,researching, reflecting, resolving. 

● Strand structure could be simplified to avoid overlapping of content descriptions. For 

example, simplifying making and responding through three strands that will continue to align 

through all Arts subjects: 

○ Exploring (responding) 

○ Developing (making) 

○ Communicating (making). 

● Or, 4 single word strands will increase flexibility for implementation and inclusivity of all 5 

Arts subjects. For example: 

○ Exploring (includes researching and responding to stimulus of students own arts 

works, other artists’ arts works and non-arts texts and experiences) 

○ Developing (includes experimenting, planning, designing, scripting, choreographing 

and composing) 

○ Resolving (includes creating, performing, producing and realising) 

○ Reflecting (includes responding, evaluating and displaying).  

● The two core concepts are ambiguous and the explanation fails to differentiate between 

‘learning by making and responding’ and ‘learning as artist and as audience’. For example, 

‘creating arts works that communicate ideas and intentions’ (making) and ‘generate, develop 

and resolve ideas’ (as artist) are essentially the same. To increase clarity, change to one 

core concept e.g. Learning as artist and audience. Alternatively, subsume making and 
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responding into the roles of artist and audience: 

○ Communicating as artist 

○ Communicating as audience 

Key connections  

 

 

The key connections section identifies the most 

relevant general capabilities 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

 x    

The key connections section identifies the most 

relevant cross-curriculum priorities 
  x   

The key connections section identifies the key 

opportunities to connect with other learning areas. 
  x   

● Key connection should be made with The Arts and Science. The Arts and Sciences 

interrelate through the knowledge and understanding of the natural world and the processes 

and reactions of materials. As artist and audience, students can explore concepts of Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics through the making of art forms and responding to artists whose 

practices are informed by research within scientific fields. 

● The cross-curriculum priorities of Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia and 

Sustainability have been overlooked in the content descriptions and content elaborations of 

The Arts at the expense of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures. 

 

Key considerations  

 

 

The key considerations section provides important 

information for planning teaching and learning 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

 x    
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Curriculum elements 

Year/band level descriptions 

 

 

The year/band level descriptions provide a clear 

overview of the learning that students should 

experience at the year/band level 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

  x   

● Over emphasis on ‘Play’ in band descriptions of all year levels. This is relevant in 

Foundation years as a transition from Early year learning, but is not age appropriate beyond 

Foundation and Band 1-2. Suggest using ‘experiment’ as an alternative to be more indicative 

of learning in all years beyond Foundation. 

● To support student learning development across F–10 in all 5 Arts subjects, essential 

processes such as researching should be referred to wherever relevant. The reviewed AC 

only introduces researching in band descriptions in Years 7-10. The process of researching 

supports the problem-solving nature of the subjects and should be introduced from the Year 

3 and 4 band within band descriptions, content descriptions and elaborations. Students in 

other AC learning areas and subjects, such as HASS, begin researching from Foundation 

within the Sub-strand ‘Questioning and researching’.  

Achievement standards  

 

 

The achievement standards clearly describe the 

expected quality of learning students should 

typically demonstrate by the end of the year/band 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

   x  

The achievement standards adequately reflect a 

clear developmental progression. 
   x  

The learning described in the achievement 

standards aligns with the essential content students 

should be taught. 

  x   

● Achievement standards include non-essential content that is not measurable on a five-point 

scale, for example 5-6 Band ‘demonstrate safe, collaborative practice’. How is this qualified? 

● In Bands 5-6, 7-8 and 9-10, it is not appropriate to require students to ‘curate exhibits’ within 

the achievement standard and content description because: 

○ within reduced class time typically allowed for Arts subjects, curation of exhibitions is 

likely to be inauthentic and mostly teacher-directed.  

○ Queensland schools use the achievement standard to represent a C standard on an 

A–E 5-point scale. It is not reasonable to differentiate performance of curating 

exhibitions across A–E standards of achievement. Instead, the focus for learning and 

should be for students to consider audience engagement with their artworks within 

resolving/realising/communicating strands using Visual Arts processes, such as: 

■ writing an artist statement 
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■ researching, planning, designing and making artworks with display in mind to 

enhance meaning and potentially encourage audience interaction and/or 

feedback.  

● The inclusion of ‘demonstrate and describe how they and other visual artists work within 

ethical and legal requirements and protocols’ in Band 7-8 Achievement Standard will lead to 

overly-prescriptive, predictable assessment instruments. While this is valuable as a learning 

experience, it is a narrow field for assessment. This is covered in Key considerations and 

does not need to be specified content. 

● Inconsistent application of cognitive verbs and/or immeasurable cognitions to reflect 

developmental progression between subject-specific and Arts achievement standards, for 

example, In Band 1-2, ‘students describe where and why people make and experience 

artworks’ in Visual Arts, but only ‘talk about where and why people make arts works’ in The 

Arts Achievement Standard. In Band 3-4, ‘students explain the ways that artists 

communicate ideas and meanings’, but only ‘describe the ways that artists communicate 

ideas and concepts’ in The Arts Band 3-4 Achievement Standard.  

● in Band 7-8, the expectation that students ‘develop their own visual arts practice’ is 

unrealistic and immeasurable on an A-E scale. At this band level, the nature of non-elective 

learning is reducing student success. 

Content descriptions  

 

 

The content descriptions specify the essential 

knowledge, understanding and skills that should be 

learned. 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

  x   

The content descriptions make it clear to teachers 

what should be taught. 

 

  x   

The amount of content can be covered in each 

year/band. 

Note: If you answer disagree or strongly disagree to 

this statement you will be given this follow up 

question (see below). 

  x   

What content should be removed or what revisions are needed to make the content more manageable in 

the learning area/subject curriculum? 

● The revised content descriptions have not reduced the content for teachers to teach and 

assess. The proposed content descriptions within the strand structure have resulted in 

duplication and merging of arts processes, causing unnecessary repetition and ambiguity. 

 

● The focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures in Years 5-10 Bands 

has created an uneven positioning as an essential learning of subject-specific knowledge in 

the Arts, rather than a cross-curriculum priority, which can be incorporated in relevant learning 

and contexts. The depth of learning is unrealistic and creates challenges for authentic 

engagement in available time, and is at the expense of other cultures and contexts that may 

also be introduced. 

  

● Year 7-8 Band, (AC9ADA8E02) ‘considering copyright laws and Indigenous Cultural and 
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Intellectual Property protocols’ creates an imbalance in the various ways that artists make 

selections for visual art works. This level of specificity would be more suitable in content 

elaborations. More flexible language is needed to address Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Histories and Cultures content to accommodate authentic and accessible integration. 

● Confusing, overlap of  cognitive verbs. For example (AC9ADA8P02) requires students to 

‘practise and develop… when planning and developing’.  

● Overlap between (AC9ADA8P01), (AC9ADA8P02) (AC9ADA8C01), ( AC9ADA8C02) - 

planning, developing, investigating, experimenting. Suggest removing ‘practise and develop 

skills’ from (AC9ADA8P02) - this happens when ‘experimenting with the ways…’. Focus 

(AC9ADA8P02) on planning and developing concepts 

● To support student learning development and teacher implementation across F–10, all AC 

learning areas and subjects must have consistent, developmental use of cognitive verbs.  

o The cognitive verbs and processes of analysing and evaluating are inconsistently 

applied across the Arts subjects 

▪ Analysis appears in content descriptions and content elaborations in Bands 

7-8, but only in Band 9-10 for Music. Similarly inconsistent use of analysis 

in Achievement standards for all Band 7-8 subjects except for Dance, and 

in Bands 9-10 for Media Arts and Visual Arts only. 

▪ Evaluation appears only in content elaborations in Band 7-8 for Drama and 

Visual Art and is not present in content descriptions for any Arts subjects 

until Band 9-10. But, despite not being taught, evaluating does appear in 

Achievement standards in Band 7-8 for Drama and Music. 

● As cognitions essential for interpreting meaning and communication in Arts learning, 

analysis and evaluation should be introduced consistently in all Arts subjects from the 

Year 3 and 4 band within band descriptions, content descriptions and elaborations.  

● By comparison, the revised English curriculum includes ‘Analysing, interpreting and 

evaluating texts’ as a sub-strand from Foundation. Therefore, students should be capable 

of and required to analyse and evaluate in other learning areas and subjects, such as The 

Arts and Visual Arts.  

 

 

Content elaborations  

 

 

The content elaborations provide useful illustrations 

and suggestions on how to plan and teach the 

content. 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

  x   

The content elaborations provide a range of 

contexts that support teachers to meaningfully 

integrate the general capabilities and cross-

curriculum priorities 

 x    

● In Foundation years, the content elaborations are repeated across the Arts subjects 

with the exception of Media Arts, which has some similarities to the other subjects, 

but a number of unique CEs. To avoid confusion, revise to maintain consistency 

across subjects if this is the approach for Foundation.  
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● Cross-curriculum priorities of Sustainability and Asia and Australia’s Engagement 

with Asia have been widely overlooked in the content elaborations. As these remain 

in the Key connections, the content elaborations should support teachers to 

meaningfully integrate these into learning, not just Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Histories and Cultures. 

Overall feedback 

 

 

The introductory sections provide important 

information.   

Strongly 
agree 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

 x    

The quality of content descriptions has been 

improved. 
  x   

The quality of achievement standards has been 

improved. 
  x   

The quality of content elaborations has been 

improved. 
 x    

Curriculum content has been refined, realigned and 

decluttered. 
  x   

The revised Australian Curriculum in the learning 

area/subject is an improvement on the current 

version. 

   x  

 

Optional comments: 

If you would like to provide feedback about general aspects of the revised learning area/subject that 

have improved, please use the comments box. 

The introductory sections provide information that promotes the significance of The Arts learning 

area. The revised viewpoints and sample questions in Key considerations are flexible, 

accessible and age appropriate.  

Content elaborations will assist teachers to interpret meaning of content descriptions. Most are 

useful examples of learning that provide diversity of pedagogy. 

Specification in each band level rationale to include ‘visiting arts spaces or exploring arts works and 

experiences’ provides justification for curriculum-based first-hand experiences. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to provide feedback about general aspects of the revised learning area/subject 

curriculum that need further improvement, please use the comments box. 

See comments placed underneath each general aspect table above. These comments can 

be included in this section. 
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Section 3: Band/level specific feedback (optional) 

Would you like to give feedback on a specific year or band level? 

o Yes 

o No 

If you answer No, you will be asked to SUBMIT the survey. 

If you answer Yes, you will be asked which year or band levels you would like to provide feedback 

on. 

Then you will be invited to provide specific feedback in comments boxes for the following two 

questions. 

 

Please add your comments about aspects of the revised learning area/subject for band/level 

curriculum that have improved. If you comment on specific content descriptions or elaborations 

please reference the code number. 

FOUNDATION 

● Foundation as a separate year is a significant improvement and language used in 

Foundation is accessible and age-appropriate and alignment to the Early Years Learning 

Framework is clear. 

● There has been some refinement in language choices within the achievement standards. In 

Foundation there is a significant improvement with age-appropriate content and language.  

 

Please add your comments about aspects of the revised learning area/subject for band/level 

curriculum that need further improvement. If you comment on specific content descriptions or 

elaborations please reference the code number. 

BAND LEVEL 1-2 

● Align content and terminology with the Rationale. For example, ‘wellbeing’ and ‘creative play’ 

is not explained in the Visual Arts Rationale but stated in Year 1-2 Band description. 

Consistent terminology is needed across the Rationale and Band overview to clarify the 

priorities in each subject. 

● The Learning area Achievement standards do not sufficiently communicate the expected 

level of student achievement. For example, in the Year 1–2 Achievement standard students 

‘talk about where and why people make arts works’ and ‘share their arts works’. Both talk 

and share are not cognitions and, therefore, do not indicate a level of thinking assessable on 

a five-point scale.  

● In the content description (AC9AVA2P01) the phrase 'experiment and play' diminishes the 

experimental process. Experiment alone is appropriate. 

BAND LEVEL 3-4 

● Inconsistent application of cognitive verbs and/or immeasurable cognitions to reflect 

developmental progression between subject-specific and Arts achievement standards. In 
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Band 3-4, ‘students explain the ways that artists communicate ideas and meanings’, but only 

‘describe the ways that artists communicate ideas and concepts’ in The Arts Band 3-4 

Achievement Standard.  

● Band description does not refer to First Nations Australians in the exploring dot point, unlike 

each of the other band levels that include specific First Nations Australians content 

descriptions. 

● In (AC9AVA4P01) 'experiment when developing confidence...' is ambiguous. Suggest 

'Experiment to develop confidence with a range of visual arts processes, visual conventions, 

materials and techniques.' 

 

BAND LEVEL 5-6 

● Arts Achievement standard includes non-essential content that is not measurable on a five-

point scale: ‘demonstrate safe, collaborative practice’. 

● In Bands 5-6, it is not appropriate to require students to ‘curate exhibits’ within the 

achievement standard and content description. Curation of exhibitions is likely to be 

inauthentic and mostly teacher-directed.  

Queensland schools use the achievement standard to represent a C standard on an A–E 5-

point scale. It is not reasonable to differentiate performance of curating exhibitions across A–

E standards of achievement. Instead, the focus for learning and should be for students to 

consider audience engagement with their artworks within resolving/realising/communicating 

strands using Visual Arts processes, such as writing an artist statement and/or researching, 

planning, designing and making artworks with display in mind to enhance meaning and 

potentially encourage audience interaction and/or feedback.  

 

BAND LEVEL 7-8 

● The inclusion of ‘demonstrate and describe how they and other visual artists work within 

ethical and legal requirements and protocols’ in Band 7-8 Achievement Standard will lead to 

overly-prescriptive, predictable assessment instruments. While this may be valuable as a 

learning experience, it is a narrow field for assessment. This is covered in Key 

considerations and does not need to be specified content. It does not align with the focus of 

the core concepts or all other content, which is flexible and broad. It is recommended this 

explicit content focus is removed and more appropriately placed in a content elaboration as 

a suggested learning opportunity.  

● In Band 7-8, the expectation that students ‘develop their own visual arts practice’ is 

unrealistic and immeasurable on an A-E scale. At this band level, the nature of non-elective 

learning is reducing student success. 

● Confusing, overlap of  cognitive verbs. (AC9ADA8P02) requires students to ‘practise and 

develop… when planning and developing’.  

● The reference to ‘play’ in this band description is irrelevant and should be replaced with 

'experiment' to align with the cognitive expectations of years 7-8. 

BAND LEVEL 9-10 

● The cognitive verbs and processes of analysing and evaluating are inconsistently applied across 
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the Arts subjects. Analysis appears in content descriptions and content elaborations in Bands 7-

8, but only in Band 9-10 for Music. Similarly inconsistent use of analysis in Achievement 

standards for all Band 7-8 subjects except for Dance, and in Bands 9-10 for Media Arts and 

Visual Arts only. 

● Evaluation appears only in content elaborations in Band 7-8 for Drama and Visual Art and is not 

present in content descriptions for any Arts subjects until Band 9-10. But, despite not being 

taught, evaluating does appear in Achievement standards in Band 7-8 for Drama and Music. 

● The reference to ‘play’ in this band description is irrelevant and should be replaced with 

'experiment' to align with the cognitive expectations of years 9-10. 
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